
 
 
 
 
  
 
  
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  
 
  

 

Making 
Homework Fun 

By Ikei Johnson 

 

 Mrs. Meehan is having a homework 

club at Cassidy.  It meets on Mondays at the 

end of the school day. It meets in her class, 

room 307.  Students join the club for extra 

help on homework. Also in Homework Club 

when you are done your homework or as I 

call it fun work, you can get on First in 

Math.  

 Any students can come as long as 

they don’t disrespect Mrs. Meehan or the 

other students.  There are a few spots open if 

you want to be in it. All you need is your 

parent’s permission. 

 Mrs. Meehan loves coming to 

Cassidy to help students.  Mrs. Meehan 

chose Cassidy because it was in West 

Philadelphia and she used to live in West 

Philadelphia. She is a fifth grade teacher 

during the day, but when she is out of school 

she likes to do all these awesome things like 

go swimming, go out with her friends to 

dinner, and go to North Wildwood and 

Ireland with her three children. 

 I am going to enjoy coming to 
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By Shakirah Small 

 Souls4Soles is for people in Africa and 

Haiti who don’t have shoes. Soles4Souls was 

founded in Nashville Tennessee. The people 

who are bringing the shoes to Haiti and Africa 

are a company called UniShippers. The people 

who are getting the shoes are very poor 

people, or who have hard times.   

 We are donating shoes because Ms. 

Bennett, our former principal, wanted a 

community service project that wouldn’t cost 

us money except to ship the shoes, and we 

want to help those people who don’t have. 

Yes, these people really do need these shoes 

because people need to walk, and if you walk 

barefoot you can get diseases. Ms. Fatisha, 
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Students and teachers pack 38 boxes of shoes for shipping to Africa and Haiti. 

Welcome to Cassidy, 

Mrs. Thompson 
By Sade Moultrie 

 Cassidy has a new principal.  She 

started working at Cassidy January 17. Her 

name is Mrs. Thompson. Before coming to 

Cassidy, Mrs. Thompson worked at all grade 

levels. She taught fifth grade, then taught 

middle school, high school, and she even 

taught adults at Delaware State University. 

She has been a principal for eight years. She 

got her Bachelors degree from Indiana 

University of Pennsylvania. In Wilmington, 

Delaware she earned her Masters of 

Education.  

 Her first impression of Cassidy is that 

the teachers and the students are eager for 

success. The parents want to work in 

partnership with the school. 

 I asked her if she is going to make 

changes to Cassidy.  She said that there would 

be no immediate plans to make major changes.   

 When she is out of school, she is a 

computer geek.  Her favorite color is purple, 

her favorite shoes are her Walking Company 

shoes, and her favorite foods are steak and 

potatoes. 

 She has one son, Christopher, and he is 

twenty-six.  He went to Drexel University and 

studied business. 
 

Cassidy Collects, Packs and Ships Soles4Souls 
one of the Cassidy staff, collected the boxes 

from most of the lunches. To ship the shoes 

we raised $241.70 from the first pretzel sale 

and more from the second one. 

We collected a total of 642 pairs of 

shoes of all sizes. We packed them into 38 

boxes. It cost us a lot to ship them but it was 

worth it. The shoes were picked up on 

Wednesday, February 12 by the shipping 

company after Mr. D., Ms. Fatisha and Ms. 

Apple labeled and resealed all of the boxes, 

then loaded them onto two shipping palettes in 

the schoolyard and bound them with shrink 

wrap. A lot of work went into this project. 

If you are asking yourself if the drive 

was a success, the answer is yes. 
 

The Steppingstone Scholar 

Program Gives Cassidy 

Students Opportunity 
 

By Natecia Greenidge 

 If you are in the fourth grade, 

Steppingstone can give you a chance to go to a 

prestigious private school.  You have to get 

recommended to the Steppingstone program 

by your teacher or someone who knows you 

really well to enroll in the program.  

 Cassidy has three girls that are 

currently in the program. The reason students 

are accepted is because they all had these 

traits: good behavior and good grades. You 

have to have those traits to get in. Also you 

have to take a test and interview. Depending 

on the score on your test and how much they 

like you, you are accepted or not (sorry). Only 

thirty-two students are accepted.   

 After you are accepted, you have to 

spend three summers at this private school 

called William Penn. At William Penn you go 

to classes, and you switch from one class to 

another. Subjects include math, social studies, 

and English, and they all have different 

teachers.  

 At the end of the summer there is a 

party with a whole day spent outside having 

fun.  At the party there are water balloon 

fights, and the teachers tried to spray students 

with water guns.  

 During the school year you have to go 

to Saturday classes, but it all pays off because 

at the end of it all you get to go to a private 

school with great lunch, pools, sports, and nice 

students. If you got recommended for this 

year, I hope you get in and best of luck to you! 

Welcome Back Ms. Bauer 
 

By Kristina Hightower 

 We welcomed back Ms. Bauer at 

Cassidy School.  She left to have her baby 

who she named Josie Amelia. They named her 

Josie because Ms. Bauer and Mr. Bauer were 

watching a movie one day and one of the 

character’s names was Josephine. That made 

them think of the name Josie. Her dad picked 

her middle name.  Her full name is Josie 

Amelia Bauer. 

 Ms. Bauer had been gone for four 

months, but she said she wouldn’t call it a 

vacation because she had been very busy 

learning how to be a mom and taking care of 

Josie. 

 She also says she feels bittersweet 

about coming back to school because she will 

miss Josie. They went for walks, went 

shopping, and some days, they would just stay 

in and snuggle.  She is happy to teach again. 

She hopes her students can cheer her up and 

make the days go fast. 

 Ms. Bauer thinks being a mother is 

awesome. She 

thinks every day 

is a new 

adventure. She 

has been peed 

on, pooped on 

and spit up on. 

It’s all part of the 

job. Ms. Bauer 

thinks being a 

mom has also 

made her really 

appreciate her 

own mom and all 

the she has done 

for her. 
 

Students Dance to 

Celebrate Their 

Achievement 
 

By Kalima Owens 

 If you have all A’s and made honor 

roll, then you were at the achievement dance. 

Your teacher had to give the principal your 

name so you could go. You also had to have a 

certain amount of merits. The dance was held 

in the cafeteria after school from 3:00 to 4:30. 

There was a DJ and there were a lot of people 

there from kindergarten through sixth grade. 

The dance was fun, and it was loud. We also 

had a lot of music to dance to. 

 Nakia, who was at the dance said, 

“Last year’s dance was better because it had 

better music, and this year it had boring 

music.”  She also said, “Last year, you didn’t 

have to bring snacks, but this year you had to.” 

 Sade was also was at the dance said 

she liked it better this year because the kids 

weren’t really running around.  She also said, 

“last year it was louder and fun.” 
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By Omaet Gutierrez 

 The Newspaper Club of Cassidy is 

very proud to bring you the news.  We include 

twelve students and five helpers. Aniyah 

Worsley, Nakia Richardson, Natecia 

Greenidge, Kalima Owens, Kristina Wilcher, 

Shakirah Small, Jocelyn Louineus, Rose 

Pierre-Louis, Sade Moultrie, Jada Dorsey, 

Jaylen Dorsey and Omaet Gutierrez are the 

club reporters. 

 The helpers’ names are Dylan, Matt 

and Rose. They are St. Joseph’s University 

students. They are really good advice givers 

and also kind. There are also three other 

helpers: Jordan, Rose’s guide dog, Ms. Apple, 

and very last Ms. Breslau, a WePAC 

volunteer.  

 The newspaper club brings information 

to students, teachers and parents.  The 

Newspaper Club takes place at Lewis C. 

Cassidy on the basement level in the Library. 

Newspaper Club meets every week on 

Thursday from 3:15 pm until 4:30 pm.  The 

Newspaper Club goes through numerous steps 

Extra! Extra! Read All About It! 
 

to publish a newspaper.  First, we list 

important events around the school. Then, we 

assign articles. Next, we set up interviews and 

start on rough drafts. Finally, we make a final 

copy and publish. 

 At the end, we love making 

newspapers. We deliver them to each 

classroom approximately every six weeks. 
 

Members of the Cassidy Newspaper Club 

So Much Snow 
By Jaylen Dorsey 

 The snow is exciting. We had three 

days off of school, January 3 and 22 and 

February 3.  I found out about the snow days 

when I looked on the philasd.org website. 

There was a letter from the school district 

that said no school for those days. 

 On January 3 I watched the news that 

night.  We got six inches of snow. I 

remember I looked outside, and you couldn’t 

see anything. On my block I saw a man 

shoveling for money. He must have made a 

lot of money because I saw him later with a 

big box of pizza. I stayed home all day.  I 

watched people slip and slide on the ice.  It 

was funny.   

 I asked some people what they did on 

the snow days.  Omaet Gutierrez said he 

played outside with his friends. 

 Since there might be more snow, we 

still might have more days off.  It’s getting 

boring. I wish it would stop. I’m getting to 

like school! This is not right. 

 Update: Sure enough, as Jaylen 

predicted, there were two more snow days 

since writing this article: February 13 and 14. 

 According to the School District 

website, “Changes have been made to the SY 

2013-14 calendar to make up for lost 

instructional days due to inclement weather. 

Schools will now be open on April 15, 16, and 

17, days originally slated for Spring Recess.  The 

projected last day of school for students at this 

time is Thursday, June 19.”  
 

Smoothies for Sale! 
 

By Jada Dorsey 

 The Cassidy Line Dance Smoothie 

Market began in December 2012. According 

to Ms. Muhammad she was informed about 

the smoothie market by the Eat Right Now 

program. Ms. Muhammad only uses healthy 

and natural products to make a smoothie. The 

members of the club that help make the 

smoothies are Jada Dorsey, Amirah Johnson, 

Amir Stafford, and Nakia Richardson. 

 The smoothie market was successful 

when she added parfaits. The “Cassidy Line 

Dancing” team makes a profit on every 

market. Ms. Muhammad uses the money that 

is raised for uniforms for the club’s 

performances. The smoothie markets are once 

a month. The smoothies are $1 and the parfaits 

are $2.  

 Omaet, from Room 310 said that the 

smoothies were tasty and so were the parfaits.  

Sade also from 310 said that they are good, 

healthy and give you energy. 

 Finally, I asked Ms. Apple, and she 

said that it was delicious and icy.  She also 

said that she wished that it were a little bit 

thicker like a milk shake.  
 

Cassidy Students 

Have a Science Fair 

 

By Jocelyn Louineus 

You can do fun things by doing 

science. Cassidy’s Science Fair projects were 

due the week of February 4, 2014. The 

projects will be on display until the end of the 

month. Winners will be chosen by outside 

judges this year for the top three entries. 

The Science Fair is needed because 

students need to know science can be done in 

any way. The science fair is required by the 

School District of Philadelphia for students in 

grades four and up. 

Mr. Difiore gives easy experiment 

suggestions. If you would like to do different 

projects, you have to write a science proposal 

so it is explained. The proposal is needed 

because the school district requires an 

experiment, not a model or a collection such 

as rocks. 
 

Cassidy School in the snow 

A Cassidy student submitted these results for 

an experiment entitled “Rate My Water.” 

Fifth Graders Take a Trip 

to the Wagner Institute 
By Nakia Richardson and Aniyah Worsley 

 Many fifth graders went to the Wagner 

Institute on Thursday, January 23, 2014. We 

went to the Wagner Institute to learn 

interesting facts about science and William 

Wagner. The first thing that we learned about 

William Wagner is that he offered free classes 

that were so popular that he needed a bigger 

space. He hired a Philadelphia architect named 

John McArthur, Jr. to build him a permanent 

home for him to live in.  

 We went there to learn about the food 

chain and food.  When we were there, we did 

a scavenger hunt to identify animals from their 

bones such as the dinosaurs.  We also studied 

the bones and teeth of sharks, fish, and 

raccoons as well as animals that don’t have 

teeth. Other topics included birds, energy and 

food. 

Student Government 

Gets Started at Cassidy 
 

By Rose P. Louis  

 Student Council is something new at 

Cassidy School this year. Student Council 

meets once a month. They are going to change 

it to twice a month. They want to make some 

changes to make Cassidy better. It has 

students in it from Grades 4, 5 and 6. Mrs. 

Robinson and Ms. Culp are in charge. 

They think of ideas that are reasonable 

for the school. One idea is a school store. 

They’ll sell things like books, art supplies, 

paper and other things kids need for school. 

They will also have fundraisers for the school. 

Look for updates on Student Council 

activities in future issues of The Cassidy 

Times. 
 

The Exhibit Hall at the Wagner Institute 

Line Dance Club at the Smoothie Market 
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