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By Nakia Richardson 

 

 Cassidy is starting Pennies for 

Patients!  Ms. Church is the one who is 

organizing this. Pennies for Patients is 

something that we do every year. We do this 

every year because it’s important to help 

people with cancer. 

 I’m going to tell you how it works. The 

teachers give everybody in the classroom a 

box, and we have to collect change like dimes, 

nickels, pennies or dollar bills. Our box of 

change gets added to our classroom collection.  

 There is a competition between every 

class in the school. At the end of the 

collection, the classroom with the most money 

raised has an Olive Garden party.  

 Every class from kindergarten to sixth 

grade participates in this fundraiser. The 

money raised goes to the Leukemia and 
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 Do you ever wonder about what school 

you want to go to after you graduate from 

Cassidy? Well a good choice is Overbrook 

Educational Center. Another name for short is 

O.E.C.  A special thing about O.E.C. is that 

it’s still in this neighborhood. Did you also 

know that Mrs. Thompson worked there 

before she came here? 

 I interviewed someone named Ms. 

Danielle Merritt, the dean of students at 

O.E.C. Ms. Merritt said that at their school 

their expectations are to respect each other, 

even teachers and to work as hard as they can. 

O.E.C. isn’t that different from Cassidy except 

that Cassidy goes to sixth grade and O.E.C. 

goes to eighth grade. She also said that it’s a 

team effort to make the decisions for the 

school. At O.E.C. they have chess club, 

debate, scrabble, robotics, and boy scouts. 

They don’t have a newspaper club this year 

but maybe they might next year. 

 Overbrook Educational Center was 

remodeled in 2004. This school is from grades 

Cassidy Helps Others with Pennies for Patients 
Lymphoma Society. Last year the total amount 

we raised at Cassidy School was $1,200. This 

year we plan to raise the same amount or 

more. Collect your change so you can help 

people with cancer and help your class win 

and Olive Garden party. 
 

Cassidy Raps 

Against Bullying 

 

By Aniyah Worsley 

 

 Lewis C. Cassidy had an anti-bully rap 

battle! Everyone who tried out had to rap 

about bullying. Kairi from Room 307, my 

room, won! Kairi made up the rap because he 

likes to rap. It took a week for Kairi to write 

his rap. Zyir Stafford and Zyair Freeman 

inspired Kairi. Kairi’s dad helped him with the 

rap. It took a day before the rap battle to 

memorize it. Hezekiah, also from Room 307, 

was rapping too! 

 Members of the Newspaper Club were 

asked what they thought of the rap. Kalima 

said that the joint was poppin! Natecia said it 

was lovely. Rose said it was awesome. Jocelyn 

said it was good. Jada said it was poppin’ and 

was he hype or naw! Sade agreed it was 

awesome. Shakirah said it was ok.  I said it 

was everything! 

 A line from the rap is “Bullying we 

refuse it. Toughness in the mind, it ain’t in the 

body.” 

 
 

Valentine’s Dance 
By Rose P. Louis 

 

 Cassidy celebrated Valentine’s Day 

with a dance for the students on February 21. 

In order to attend, students in fourth, fifth 

and sixth grade had to have 45 merits or 

more to attend, and in kindergarten to third 

grade, students had to get permission from 

their teacher. Some kids didn’t go to the 

dance because they might have been bad or 

didn’t get permission from their teacher. 

 There were snacks and music and a 

lot of dancing, and Mrs. Weber’s kids were 

selling candy at the dance for whoever 

wanted to buy some. A DJ played the music. 

It was really good music. It was a good 

dance. A lot of people went to the dance and 

had a lot of fun. I hope we have one that’s 

better next year for the students.  

 In the beginning the dance was boring 

because nobody was dancing to the music. 

Mrs. Robinson said if you don’t dance you 

leave and go home. Then it became fun. 

 

 
 

Do You Know What O.E.C Stands For? 
 kindergarten to eight.  All students in grades 

kindergarten to fifth wear khaki bottoms and 

blue tops. Grades six to eight wear red tops 

and khaki bottoms. To get in the school you 

have to win a lottery and have amazing grades. 

 Ms. Danielle Merritt also said, “Our 

school is special because we have students 

who are visually impaired.” 

 If you’re still thinking about this 

choice, be sure to get good grades and sign up 

for the lottery. 

Too Much Snow Means Shortened Spring Break 
 

By Sade Moultrie 

 Why do we have to have snow? This snow is awful. This year we had the second highest 

amount recorded. We had 67.4 inches of snow that led to seven snow days, and now we have to 

make them up. There was one snow day built into this school year in the calendar. Ms. Thompson 

said students are required to complete 180 days of school. She said that unless the law is changed 

we must make up all six remaining days. The School District of Philadelphia has taken away three 

days from spring break. This year we will only have Monday and Friday for Spring Break. 

 Ms. Thompson said that she “loves spring break.” I feel the same way, and I hope that we 

don’t have any more snow until next year.  

 That leaves three days that we still have to make up at the end of the school year. Currently 

the last day of school will be June 19. 
 

Spring Break Make-up Day Spring Break Make-up Day Make-up Day 

Overbrook Educational Center 
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By Kalima Owens 

 

 Cassidy is in the middle of the PSSA. 

It started March 25, 2014 and ends on 

Thursday, April 3, 2014. The PSSA was 

pushed back a week because of our snow days. 

All the teachers were busy preparing and 

teaching more strategies that would help us 

with the test.  

 In my class, my teacher, Ms. Culp had 

us doing PSSA reading and PSSA Math that 

would help with the test.  

 Ms. Culp said that she thinks it’s a 

good thing the test got pushed back because 

she had more time to teach us stuff.  She also 

said, “The biggest challenge on the test is the 

students don’t focus for a long time, but they 

can do it.” 

 The schedule is different during the 

PSSA. We eat breakfast in the cafeteria before 

going upstairs to start the PSSA. We have to 

eat lunch with the boys now at 1:30 instead of 

12:30.  

PSSA Testing is Here! 
 

 The test is for two weeks. We only test 

on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday. We 

have fun Friday for all the people who worked 

hard on the test. Friday, March 28 was a crazy 

hat day.  

 The test was easy, but it was a little 

hard. The PSSA is no fun because we can’t go 

to the library during those weeks. 
 

U.S. Marshals escorted Ruby Bridges  

to and from school 

Why Was Our 

School Named for 

Lewis C. Cassidy? 
 

By Jocelyn Louineus 

 

 Many people wonder who Lewis C. 

Cassidy was. Was he or she a girl or a boy? 

What does the “C” stand for, and what did this 

person do? And sometimes teachers don’t 

have the answer. Well, Lewis C. Cassidy was 

a man. The “C’ in his name stands for 

Cochran. He was born on October 17, 1829 in 

New York and died on November 18, 1889 in 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. He had a child 

named the Honorable Gilbert Cassidy. Both he 

and his son were judges.  

  He died at the age of 60. If he were 

still alive today, he would be 185 years old. 

You can’t find much information about him, 

but you can find some information on the 

Cassidy School website. He represented 

Philadelphia in the State Assembly and was 

appointed Attorney General of Pennsylvania 

in 1883 by Governor Robert L. Pattison. 

Through his work the Philadelphia School 

District named its first school in honor of an 

African American, James Forten. 

 James Forten, a Philadelphian, lived 

from 1766-1842. He was an African American 

businessman who won fame as an abolitionist 

during the early 1800s.  

 Lewis C. Cassidy is buried at Laurel 

Hill Cemetery in Philadelphia. 

 

 

The Pennsylvania System of School Assessment 

(PSSA) tests students in Math, Reading, 

Science and Writing 

Ruby Bridges: a Brave African-American Woman 
 

Cassidy Science Fair Winners Announced 
By Natecia Greenidge 

 

 Mr. D. announced the winners of the science fair that took place in February. There were 

winners in grades four, five and six. The judges came from an organization called iPRAXIS (an 

organization that helps schools with science in West Philadelphia). The judges looked for projects 

that followed the scientific process.  

 There were lots of different experiments. One person found out which salt melted snow the 

best. The winners are listed below: 

 
 Grade 4 

 1
st
  Jewel Williams 302 – Which Chewing Gum Has the Longest Flavor? 

 2
nd

 Sean Crittenden  302 – Popcorn 

 3
rd

  Khalil Green 305 – Which Chewing Gum Lasts Longest? 

 Honorable 

Mention 

Liyan Willam 304 

Kiyonna Moses  305 

 Grade 5 

 1
st
  Zimirah Dalton-Morris 310 – Rate My Water 

 2
nd

 Amira Johnson  307 – Cereal + Milk = Crispy 

 3
rd

 Natecia Greenidge 309 – Which Cereal Stayed Crispy the Longest? 

 Grade 6 

 1
st
 Kevin Mungo 313 – Does Height Affect the Size of the Crater? 

 2
nd

 (tied) Yaseen Taalib 313 – Which Cup Material Holds the Most Heat? 

Avoni Batts 314 – Which Soda Drink is the Best? 

 3
rd

 Kiyah Joyner  313 – Fruit Juice 

 

 An example of an experiment is my experiment which won third place. I experimented on 

cereal to see which one would stay crispy the longest. I tested Fruitie Tooties, Honey Nuts, and 

Honey Nut Cheerios. I kept my finger in the bowl, and every minute I would feel the cereal to see if 

it was soggy from the milk yet. Honey Nut Cheerios stayed crispy the longest. 
 

Lewis Cochran Cassidy 

Cassidy Times Word Find 

(Find these words from this issue’s articles) 

By Shakirah Small 

 

 February was African American 

History Month and March is Women’s History 

Month.  Ruby Bridges is a brave African- 

American Woman. 

 In 1957 Ruby’s family moved to New 

Orleans. In kindergarten, Ruby Bridges went 

to an all black school that was far from her 

house. In first grade she took a test, and she 

was picked to be one of the first black students 

in an all white school.  

 When she started her new school the 

white parents took their children out of school. 

She went to school every day by herself. She 

and her teacher were the only ones in her 

classroom. When she went to school white 

people used to stand outside and protest. It 

took a lot of bravery to do what Ruby Bridges 

did. 
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