
 

 

School Association members 

help set up Claire’s Sale.  Mrs. 

Williams comes to each class and 

gives students papers with pic-

tures of sale items and prices.  

There are cupcakes, cookies,    

pizza, pies, popcorn, cakes, and 

more.  Students then take the  

paper home and show it to their 

parents, neighbors, family    

members, and others and ask if 

they want to buy something.  If 

you sell ten items, you get a party 

and a light-up party stick.  But if 

you sell 130 items, then you win 

a flat screen TV, $250 in cash, or 

an X-box 360. 

Robotics 

Club is a 

club for 

Gompers 

students that 

meets after-

school in 

the lunch-

room.  Fifth 

and sixth graders are allowed 

in Robotics Club. Mrs. Wil-

liams and some advanced kids 

help new kids learn how to get 

robots to work.  A student 

who was in Robotics Club last 

year said that it was fun get-

ting robots to work and         

solving life problems. 

Robotics Club 
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Claire’s Sale is a fundraiser for 

the school to raise money so that 

the playground, computers, and 

books can be upgraded. Mrs.     

Sodany Williams, the Home & 

School Association president, is 

in charge of Claire’s Sale.  She 

and the rest of the Home and 

Claire’s Sale 

The library is the 

place where you 

can take out 

books on Tues-

days and 

Wednesdays.  WePAC 

(West Philadelphia Alliance 

for Children) and Ms.       

Dianne work to keep the li-

brary open and to help all  

the students.  The library 

can get kids interested in 

reading.  You get to choose 

from a lot of books and can 

find books that are fun to 

Love the Library 
read. At the library you can 

learn how to read, learn about 

different topics, and learn   

vocabulary.  You can also use 

books and computers to look 

things up.  I like the library 

because I can take books 

home and spend time reading 

with my mom. 

The library is also a great 

place for newspaper club!  

There are a lot of great things 

about the library and we 

should thank WePAC and all 

of the volunteers. 

In December 

Gompers kids  

started a    

rubber band 

trend that 

turned out badly when they 

were using them in bad ways 

in school. Rubber band brace-

lets are  really nice bracelets 

that people can make and all 

the kids love them.  Even 

some boys wear them, so it’s 

fun for everyone.  Rubber 

bands are used for making 

bracelets, but the rubber 

bands became dangerous    

because people were shooting 

them at other people.  For ex-

ample there was an incident 

where a student got hit in the 

eye with a rubber band.  Kids 

also started making bracelets 

in class which was taking 

away from their education.  

Now teachers don’t allow kids 

to bring them to class.  Rub-

ber bands are fun to make 

bracelets with, but when they 

are being used in all the 

wrong ways, I think they 

shouldn’t be allowed.  You 

can always make different 

types of  bracelets with string 

or beads.  These are fun and 

safe for everyone. 

 

 
Valentine’s Day is all about 

showing your affection for that 

special person of yours. This 

was a big day to come out to  

celebrate in the gym.  Because a 

storm hit Philly on Valentine’s 

Day, the dance was postponed until the 21st of  February.  Only 

3rd-6th graders were allowed.  There was a $5 admission fee 

plus you could buy a long stemmed rose for $1.00.  At the dance 

they played party and dance music from people like Sage and      

Gemini.  Pizza was ordered and there were snacks like sour 

patches, sugar and chocolate chip cookies, chocolates - like 

M&Ms, hearts, Kisses, Butterfingers - and beverages.  Many en-

joyed the delicious pizza and snacks.  You didn’t have to have a 

Valentine, but students dressed up and came out and celebrated. 

By Trey Fryson 

By Devon Peden 

Victorious Valentine’s Day 
By Marvin Warren 

By Sanaa Hardin 
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A Recognition Assembly was held in the 

Gompers Elementary School Auditorium 

on February 7, 2014.  The principal, staff, 

and students were there.  Students were 

recognized for their academic achievements such as Most Im-

proved, First in Math, Study Island, and Honor Roll.  They also 

recognized students for Perfect Attendance and Best Dressed.  

Afterschool clubs and programs such as robotics club and news-

paper club were recognized.  The afterschool program is UPSC 

which stands for United Parents for Successful Children.  There 

are good  afterschool clubs and programs and you should try 

them out. 

Recognition Day 
By Amayia Roach 

Ban the Bands? 
By Taylor Minix 

Page 2: You’ve got 

questions? Devon has 

the answers! 

A familiar Gompers scene 

this winter 



Psyched about  
Saturday School 

Saturday School meets on Sat-

urdays for 

grades 3,4,5, 

and 6 from 

10:00 to 12:00 

at Gompers to 

prepare for 

PSSAs.  We meet in the com-

puter lab early so we can play 

games.  At 10:00, we go to the 

classrooms where each grade 

teacher talks about reading, 

math, and music. I like to play 

the xylophone.  Near 12:00 we 

eat pizza, and then we have re-

cess outside.  It has helped my 

reading and math, but I like eat-

ing pizza best. 

When we are expecting bad 

weather, my mom stays up 

late and gets up early in the 

morning to find out if the 

public schools are open or 

closed.  If I find out the night 

before, then I get to stay up 

late and watch TV. But, if I 

find out in the morning, then 

I am happy and I watch TV 

until lunch and dinner. Some-

times I read a book.  So, what 

do you do on snow days? 

Do you 

drink hot 

choco-

late and 

eat 

s’mores? 

Do you play video games or do 

you go and play in the snow 

until you are frozen? 

So far we have had seven snow 

days which we will have to 

make up during spring break 

and at the end of school. I am 

sad that we have to make up 

the school days. 

 Tiger Times is starting to collect 

questions for Devon.  We are go-

ing to have a box for questions in 

the library and we will choose 

some to answer in the next news-

paper. Ask the librarian where to 

put your question. 

 
Dear Devon, 

I am being called names and 

teased because of my learning 

difference.  How should I re-

act? 

From, 

K.C. 

 

Dear K.C., 

Just ignore it because this isn’t 

something to make fun of.  

Everybody has some kind of 

problem.  You can talk to your 

mom, dad, brother, teacher or 

other adult. 

 

Dear Devon, 

Some kids take advantage of 

me because I’m smart.  They 

don’t talk to me until they need 

help and I feel like I am being 

used.  What should I do?  

Thanks, 

J.R. 

 

Dear J.R., 

They should take responsibility 

for their work.  Don’t worry 

about their being your friend. 

Take pride in yourself and be 

confident about your own  

future. 

 

students went on a special field 

trip to be trained as tutors. Now 

they help other kids. I am a tutor 

and it feels really good to help 

people. Being a tutor is super fun 

and you even learn new things 

too. If you want to be a tutor just 

keep your grades up and maybe 

the teacher will recommend you 

when there is a spot open. I like 

being a tutor and if you were a 

tutor I think you would like it 

too! 

Tiger Times P.2 

By Trey Fryson 

Winter Wonders 
By Donnaya Morris 

By Jada Witherspoon 

Advice from Devon 
By Devon Peden 
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A Second Serving of Meatballs 

 Most people love movies, 

especially animated ones. A 

special, 

funny, and 

creative 

movie I 

recently saw 

was “Cloudy 

with a 

Chance of 

Meatballs 2.” 

It is about a 

guy named Flint Lockwood 

who creates a machine to make 

food fall from the sky so that 

there would be an endless 

supply. But soon the food 

became “foodamals” (food 

animals) that can endanger 

them. So, Flint Lockwood and 

his friends try to shut it down 

again to save their world. I like 

how lifelike the streets, stores, 

and homes look.  “Cloudy with 

a Chance of Meatballs 2” is my 

favorite movie.  Is it yours? 

The Benefits of Being a Tutor 

By Taylor Minix 

Some kids at Gompers need help 

with their academics. That’s why 

every day in the cafeteria older kids 

help younger kids with literacy.     

A couple of months ago some 

 

Prepare for the PSSA 

By Donnaya Morris 

The PSSA tests will be given to the 

fourth through sixth grade children 

at Gompers School on March 25-

27 and April 1-3, 2014. PSSA 

stands for Pennsylvania System of 

School Assessment. It tests our 

skills in the areas of math, science 

and reading. 

According to Marvin Warren, a 

sixth grader, “The test is very hard 

and it is long. I think that most 

students who get good grades 

should do well.” 

 Spelling Bee 
By Marvin Warren 

On February 6, 2014 the Scripps 

School Spelling Bee was held in 

the Gompers Auditorium. About 

a week before, teachers tested 

students from the Scripps 

National Spelling Bee list. The 

top three students from each 

class in grades 1-6 would be 

accepted in the spelling bee. 

Each grade came down to the 

auditorium at a certain time. I 

believe the 6th grade was ready 

because our vocabulary words 

throughout the year were our 

spelling words. The two winners 

were Isaiah Williams in 2nd 

place and Ikei Adams in 1st 

place. They will now go to the 

citywide spelling bee. 

This school newspaper is sponsored by 

West Philadelphia Alliance for Children 

(WePAC), a nonprofit organization serv-

ing schools in West Philadelphia. WePAC 

can be contacted at info@wepac.org and at 

(215) 990-6084. Please visit our website at 

www.wepac.org to learn more about 

WePAC and its services. This issue and 

past issues of the Tiger Times  can be 

found at wepac.wordpress.com/gompers-

tiger-times/. Thanks to everyone who made 

this paper possible!  

Who was Samuel Gompers? 

 

  A. Mayor of Philadelphia 

  B. President of the USA 

  C. Labor union leader 

  D. School principal 

Quiz 
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